
Dear Arlington School Parents 
and Patrons,  

 

I would like to take this time to 
thank those that ran for the school 
board and congratulate Marshal 
Mix and Justin Pederson for their 
efforts. These two ran unopposed 
for the two open slots on the Ar-
lington School Board and will now 
serve a three year term staring in 
July. 

 

We have been busy looking for 
replacements for the two staff 
members who will be leaving us 
this year.   We have been fortunate 
to find two qualified individuals 
who will be starting in the 2016-17 
school year.   Darcie Bottem will 
be stepping in for the third grade.   

 

Phylicia White will be stepping 
into the high school science posi-
tion.  Miss White specialized in the 
area of Biology.  She will be able 
to teach physical science, all the 
biology classes and will help stu-
dents as a mentor for their chemis-
try and physics through an online 
venue.  As with most, if not all, 
new science teachers coming out 
of college, she is not certified cur-
rently to teach the chemistry and 
physics.  Very few if any new sci-
ence teachers coming out of col-
lege are certified to teach all of the 
different sciences.  Each subject 
area requires a different set of clas-
ses and expertise. We are hoping 
over time to add to her expertise 
but that is for down the road.  We 
are excited to welcome both new 
teachers to our school. 

 

Improvements scheduled for 
this summer are replacing the 
lights in the elementary rooms 
with LED.  This process will 
have started before the end of 
school so that we can get a bet-
ter idea of how it will work and 
the brightness we want in the 
classrooms. We will be replacing 
the sidewalk on the main street 
side of the school as well as the 
walk to get to the gym lobby.   
We are currently looking into 
the cost of putting underground 
heat in that section as it seems 
to be a trouble area in the winter 
for games and other activities.  
The band room will be getting 
new paint and acoustical tile.  
The boy’s locker room will see 
new athletic lockers.  As usual 
there will be other minor chang-
es such as painting and cleaning 
going on through the entire 
summer. 

 

We are currently working to 
have physicals, concussion test-
ing, and possibly heart checks 
for students during the semester 
test days of May 16th and 17th.  
The Arlington Clinic will do 
physicals for those who are in-
terested for $25.00 on May 10 
from 1:00 – 4:00.   These dates 
have all been confirmed.  Sign-
up sheets are in Erin Larsen’s 
office.  The concussion testing 
protocol is that every student 
will need to do the ImPact test-
ing each year as the research 
has shown that there is a signifi-

cant difference from year to 
year in the results.  This is a 
change from years past when 
students only had to do this 
test every other year.   Students 
will need to schedule their 
impact testing around their 
semester tests. The sign-up 
sheet is in Erin’s office. Forms 
to fill out can be found in 
Erin’s office, on line at the 
school website, or at the Ar-
lington Clinic. 

 

As always I would like to give 
congratulations to both the 
students as well as the families 
of these students. Their suc-
cess and efforts have again 
been very positive this year. 
The attitude and effort is to be 
complimented and it always 
makes for a great year.   I 
would also like to thank the 
staff for their efforts in the 
quest for perfection each and 
every day. 

 

If you have any questions or 
concerns feel free to stop in 
and visit. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Chris Lund,  

Superintendent 
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Principal Greetings 
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Greetings from Mrs. Gross: 

 
As summer quickly approaches, I want to thank each parent, student, and community 

member for making 2015-2016 a successful year.  As we began the year, I referred to our 
mission statement and that is how I would like to close this year as well.  It states the fol-
lowing:   The mission of the Arlington School District is to educate all students in a safe, 
challenging, and disciplined environment and provide each student the opportunity to 
develop the skills and knowledge necessary to be a productive citizen in an ever-
changing society. 

 

I hope that each of our students has been challenged but has also been given the 
support they need to develop the skills necessary to be a productive citizen in our society.  
At the beginning of each staff meeting, we paraphrase this mission statement and it gener-
ally sounds like this:  “We need to make decisions that are in the best interests of our stu-
dents.”  I believe that if we make our decisions with that in mind, although we are still go-
ing to make mistakes, we have made them while putting the needs of our students first.  
For that, I am grateful. 

 

 This summer, as in the past, we are encouraging our students to continue challenging 
themselves academically during the summer if they desire to do so.  Students will be able 
to continue to use the AR online programs, and will also be able to participate in our ele-
mentary Summer Reading Program.  Information about the Summer Reading Program will be 
coming soon in the Wednesday Folders.   

 

 We have visited extensively with next year’s 11th-12th grade students about Dual 
Credit courses.  Mr. King is going to be the key person to help students enroll in these 
courses.  The fall courses actually opened on April 25th so many of our students have signed 
up already.  However, students who are interested can pursue duel credit courses in August 
as well.  Unfortunately, the Department of Education has increased the rate from $40 per 
credit hour to a little over $48 per credit hour.  This is still substantially less than what it 
would cost if they were enrolled a freshman at one of our state universities.   

 

 It is my wish that each child have a safe and enjoyable summer. I look forward to 
seeing them at the pool, park, softball/baseball field, or just riding through the community 
on their bikes.  The children certainly are the reason that this position has been and will 
continue to be enjoyable.   

 
Respectfully, 

 

Arlington PreK-12 Principal 
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“To catch the reader's attention, place an 

interesting sentence or quote from the story here.” 

Feel free to contact the Guidance Office if  you 
have any questions or are seeking assistance of any 

kind.  Our Office hours are 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday.  Steve Gilbertson, the 

School Counselor is in the classroom for part of the 
day, so he is not always available to come to the 
phone.  Feel free to leave a message or send an 
email to steve.gilbertson@k12.sd.us and he will 

get back to you as soon as possible. 

In case of emergencies Mr. Gilbertson may be 
reached at his home at the following phone num-

ber :  

605-983-5047 or his cell phone 530-5054 

You can also check out his website at: 
http://Arlington.k12.sd.us 

Attention Parents of  Seniors:  Don’t forget to encourage your senior 
student to check in the outer guidance office or the Guidance website 
for scholarship opportunities.  Also, once your 2015 tax filing is com-
plete you can apply for federal financial aid.  If  you would have ques-
tions on any of  these items please contact Mr. Gilbertson at the school. 

We have a counseling intern:  Jodi Carr, a graduate student from 
SDSU, seeking a degree in  School Counseling, is interning at Arlington 
Public Schools during the spring semester.  She will spend her time in 
the Guidance and counseling department with Mr. Gilbertson. 
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AdvancED School Improvement Goals: 

 

ACADEMIC 
Students will demonstrate improvement in their skills in the following areas: 
non-fiction reading  
common core math 
common core reading 

 
AFFECTIVE 
Students will demonstrate improvement in following school rules and policies and in their 
understanding of the rights, safety, feelings, and values of others.  
Students will help to maintain a clean, safe, and pleasant environment. 

Title I News 

From Mrs. Taylor, Title I Coordinator 
 

The end of the school year is in sight, which means it is time to 
start thinking about summer learning opportunities for you and your 
child.  Please take time to read, visit the library, and spend quality 
time with your child.  If your child has had some difficulty with a par-
ticular subject this past year, you may want to look for an older stu-
dent or individual to provide some tutoring over the summer and/or 
speak to your child’s teacher for ideas or activities.  Please feel free 
to contact me at 983-5741 ext. 274 if you need assistance in finding 
a tutor or resources. 

 
After school tutoring assistance will continue to be offered from 

3:15p.m. – 4:00p.m.  Monday thru Thursday until May 12th.   



Find Us Online! 
 

https://arlington.k12.sd.us 
 

https://el018.k12.sd.us 
 

Meal balances are available online by logging into Campus! 

Administrative Secretary 

605-983-5597 ext. 222 

erin.m.larsen@k12.sd.us 

http://el018.k12.sd.us/ 

Er in M. Larsen  

Summer Newsletter  Deadline: 
May 5th, 2016 

PK-12 Secretary 

605-983-5741 ext. 221 

jeani.vincent@k12.sd.us 

 

Jean i  V incent  

Every Wednesday, your child will bring home a Wednesday folder filled with information intended for parents.  
This folder and any forms completed should be returned to your Study Time teacher with your signature on 
Thursday.  If a student was absent on Wednesday, the folder needs to be returned the day after they re-
ceived it. If the folder was not returned to the Study Time teacher on Thursday (or the day after it was 
received it), it must be back to Erin by Tuesday morning.  If a student was gone every day between the 
day they got the folder and Tuesday morning, they will not owe since they weren’t here.  If they were in 
school any day in between and didn’t return the folder, they will owe for not bringing it to the office while 
they were here. Please take care of each Wednesday folder…  If it has damage other than normal wear n’ 
tear it will be replaced and you will be charged $1.00 for a new folder.  On the last day of school, all extra 

Wednesday Folders 

You are able to access your current account information 
online-anytime.  Families must know their account ID and PIN to 
access family account information.  To be included in the par-
ent portal in Campus, please contact Mr. Parry at ext. 245.  
This will allow you to log in and check your real time balance 
anytime you would like! If you have any other questions, please 
direct them to Erin Larsen at the above listed number, or 
stop by and talk directly to Erin.   
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